Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.112; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.6.
In the title squaraine dye solvate, C 26 H 24 N 2 O 2 Á2CHCl 3 , the dye molecule is essentially planar, except for the methyl groups, having a maximum deviation over the 26-membered delocalized bond system of 0.060 (2) Å . It possesses crystallographic twofold rotational symmetry with the indole ring systems adopting a syn conformation. The molecular structure features intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds enclosing conjoint S7 ring motifs about one of the dioxocyclobutene O atoms, while the two chloroform solvent molecules are linked to the second O atom through C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For the first report of bis(indolenine)squaraine dyes with alkyl substituents on the N-atom of each of the indolenine rings, see: Sprenger Von & Ziegenbein (1967) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Lynch et al., 2012; Patsenker et al., 2011; Sameiro & Gonçalves, 2009 ). However, the parent dye compound 2,4-[(3,3-dimethyl-2-indolylidene)methyl]cyclobutenediylio-1,3-diolate, which has no N-alkyl substituent (R) on the indolenine ring, has remained relatively untouched in the literature, including reporting of the crystal structure. The crystal structures of a number of analogues with such substituents have been reported; for e.g. R = methyl (Kobiyashi et al., 1986 ), ethyl (Natsukawa & Nakazumi, 1993 , isopropyl (Tong & Peng, 1999) , n-butyl (Matsui et al., 2012) , n-hexyl (Lynch & Byriel, 1999) and n-octyl (Lynch, 2002) .
Evaporation of a solution of the dye in chloroform gave the title compound solvate as large green-black crystal prisms and its crystal structure is reported on herein. The dye molecule adopts the uncommon syn-conformation with respect to the indolenine rings, having crystallographic twofold rotational symmetry ( (Table 1) , closing conjoint S7 ring motifs.
Inter-species C-H···O hydrogen-bonding interactions link the two chloroform molecules to the second O-atom (O1).
Although chloroform is a common solvent for the crystallization of squaraine dyes, chloroform solvates are uncommon with only three such structures reported on previously (Natsukawa & Nakazumi, 1993; Lynch & Byriel, 1999; Arunkumar et al., 2007) .
Experimental
Squaric acid (200 mg, 1.75 mmol) was added to 2.0 molar equivalents of 2,3,3-trimethylindolenine (0.56 g, 3.5 mmol) and quinoline (0.45 g, 3.5 mmol) in a 1:1 v/v mix of 1-butanol:toluene (30 ml) and the mixture was then refluxed for 16 h using a Dean and Stark apparatus. Upon cooling, metallic green crystals were collected in vacuo, washed with petroleum ether (60/40), and were used without further purification [Yield: 0.31 g (45%)]. Spectroscopic data are available in the archived CIF. For the X-ray diffraction analysis large green-black lustrous crystal prisms of the title compound were obtained from the room temperature evaporation of a solution of the dye in chloroform. A cleaved crystal specimen was used for the actual analysis. 
Refinement
The H atom of the N-H group was located in a difference Fourier but was subsequently refined as a riding atom: N-H = 0.88 Å with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). C-bound H atoms were included in calculated positions and refined as riding atoms: C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic or ethylenic), 0.96 Å (methyl) or 0.98 Å (methine) with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C-methyl) and = 1.2U eq (C) for other H atoms. 
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